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Which Verse Is It?

The longest verse in the
Bible contains ninety
words. Do you have any
idea which verse it is?.

Which Cha pter Is It?
The middle chapter and
the shortest psalm are the
same. It only contains two
verses. What chapter is 1t?

Last week’s answer:
Proverbs 16:31

Sunday Morning:! Things Necessary To Obedience !
Ador ning T he Doctrine

! Sunday Evening: !

* Keeping. Unspotted

In writing about “pure religion” James said: “Pure religion and undefiled
before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” James 1:27

How DOESA CHRISTIAN KEEPHIMSELF
UNSPOTTED FROM THE WORLD ?

At this point | vould liketo quotean old @st Texas poverb: Olfyou dor®
want mud on you, dordhang aound themud holeO There are two ways a
Christian can banud on hims#: (1) déberately walk into themud hold; (2)
just hang asund themud holeand eventually a ehiclewill comeby and
splash it ongu! It doesrDtakea Solomon to undstand this principleso |
will labor it no furthe.

How does this apply to us? It is nary likdy tha a knavledgeable
Christian will just diberately walk into a sinful md hole However, there is
a problem with someChristians espeially young ong wanting to hang
around themud holeof temptation and sin. Mag of us vork around \ery
worldly peoplein our dforts to support our familgebut there is a lot of
difference between that and Ohanging out with aondly crowd.O Bul
wrote: Benot decdved: evil comnunicaions corupt good moralsO (1 Cor
15:33). OCan a man take into his bosom, and his clothaot be
burned?0 (Rv. 6:27).

OMothe, | dondwant to dancel just want to go to thdanceO ODad, |
don®plan to drie fast, lut | want to go with ng friends who do driwe fast.O
OMom, | dodrink beer, but | want to go kere they are having a ber
partyO It méters not vinether you beold, middleaged, or young just hang
around themud holelong eough and gu will ge spottel. Dondgive Saan
the advantagein your short lifé W. R. Jones

SundayOs Sermons:

Scriptur e: Matt. 7:21-23
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Instrumental Music

The Comnunity dhurch of Christ in Henderson
ville, Tennesse began using it on spéal occa
sions -via a CD ecording The Norway Avenue
congegation in Huntingdon, st Virginia bst
startel using praiséeams to Ocaptarthe atten-
tion and imagingon of young p@pled it has
now moved to theuseof instrumants in oder to
Oadapt apppriately to cultue.O The Max
Lacadoted Oak Hills dwrch in San Antonio
refrains flom theuseof instruments on Sundg
morning beauseof Otheabs@ceof instruments
in New Testamat churches O said ¥ King,
church ministe of missionsOak Hills however,
uses instrumats on Sundg nights and otheoc-
casions

Thesethree congegations ae indicaive of a
trend among pogressie churches caering to cut
tural damands It is not limitel to thesethree or
only to thoseseking membership in tendy
groups | would encourageevery gospepreacher
to re-study this important qustion and addess
the subjet with seiousness andesole. It is not
going to disapper but will becomean issu¢hat
will disturb and dividéorethren all over again.
Could it bethat we see a gaeration bearing the
fruit of weak corwvictions beauseof a failue to
sov thetruth on this important subg?

The Key Issue: Have you tried to buy a gift br
somenebut had no ida what to purchasé You
have two options: 1)qu can pick sontking you
like (no guarantethey will likeit) or, 2) yu can
sek theadviceof othea's with insight into thex-
pressé will of the recipient. Thereis a big difer-
encein thetwo appoades We ether buy what
we want or we buy what they want. The same
principleworks vhen we offer gifts of praiseto
God. Whd is it tha God wants?

After having read much of the current lines of
argumentation justifying theuseof mechanical
instruments of music in vorship it is appaent to
methat it comes davn to theageold issueof sdf-
ishness As oneperson said, Ol want it bausd
like it.O The me-Prst gmeration has spoke

Six Essentia | Scriptur es: 1 Cor. 2:9-13. It is
impossile for you to knav themind of God un
less it has e revealed. All of which means ve
must dispasewith theOl think...O and¢us on
what the Author has gpressé.

Eph. 3:1-4. God spokethe apostls wiote and
we can ead and undestand. All ofwhich means:
if the apostle didrdwrite it and we cardread it,
God dosrdwant it. That® truewhether you are
discussing infant baptism or instrumbed music.

1 Cor. 14:15. Written in the context of a wor-
ship asgsably, Paul addesss two important parts
of man® worship: prging and singing

Eph. 5:17-19. Paul addesss theWHO : Ospak-
ing to oneanotheO - everyoneis involved; the
WHAT : Opsalmgymns and spiritual songs© -
not popular and pop songand theWHERE :
Osinging and making oy with your heartO B
the mdody making instrumset is speibel.

Col. 3:16. We are to lift up our wices and sing
with thankfulnes

Heb. 13:15. God tdls us vat He wants - Othe
sacribcef praise..thefruit of lips tha give
thanks..O

How arnyonecan ead theseverses and conclude
that music in theearly church was agthing othe
than congegational and wcal is bgond nmy un-
derstanding Did Paul makea mistakeiy not sg-
ing we should plg with theunde'standing? Or
did heaccuraely convey what God wantel?

X
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The Principl e Of Silence: | believe relig-
iously-minded peopleunderstandthe principle of
silence-- when they want to If | proposeto a

nearby Christian Chuch tha they add pbsh to the

Lord® Suppebecausel) thebsh symboleminds
peopleof Jksus 2) thee is nothing inheently
wrong with bsh, and 3) th&ble doesn't speib
cally pohibit it, thearguments they would make
against adding bshauld bethe samearguments
| would makeagainst adding phkato singlt is not
any different. If you can OaddO pléo sing| can
OaddO bsh to therd® Suppe

Thosewho amguein favor of its usevia Old Tes
tament teaching displg a Sadducan misunde-
standing ofScriptue (Matt. 22:29). By Wwat
authority (not to spek of logic) dos onechoose
Butes and haps (éectric guitass and drums?) to
the neglect of animal sacribP&eand incaseburn-
ing? Who gies you theright to pick and kboose
-- unless..it really is all about nf2

Thereis no instrumat like the human wice
When saints gther and singas thg ought, it
produces a sound urgualel by ary symphowg
Shall ve bring forth a mehanical eproduction
or thereal thing tha God desires to har? Wi
we

worship as wwill or as Hewills?

— Wilson Adams. Biblical Insights,
Vol. 6, No. 7, July 2006

Enthusiast

That catain soméhing tha makes us geat N
that pulls us out othe mediocre and
commonplaceN that builds into usPower. It
glows and shireN it lights up our face N
enthusia sm, the keynote that makes us sing
and maks man sing with us

ENTHUS IASM N The make of friends N the
make of smiles N the produce of conbdace It
cries to theworld, ON& got what it takes O It téls
all men that our job is a sel job N that the
housewe work for just suits us N thgoods
have are the best.

ENTHUS IASM N Theinspiraion tha makes
us Owakap and lie.O It puts spring in our gte
N spring in our herts N a twinklein our ees
and gies us conbdeein oursdves and our
fellow man.

ENTHUS IASM N It changes a dad pan
salsman to a ppduce N a pessimist to an
optimist N a loafe to a gogeiter.

ENTHUS IASM N If we have it, we should
thank God ér it. If we don®have it, then we
should gedown on our knes and pra for it.

OUpon theplains ofhesitaion lig, the blackered
bones of countless millions wo & the dawn of
victory sa down to rest, and esting diel!O
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Back Page Thought

How seiously do pu takeyour religion? Most ofus if not all of us would sy O\éry seiously!O But
when we view thepractices of mary professe Christianswe see a lack ofeffort, stanming fom a lack

of true desirel

James 1:27 t#s us thapure, undedlal religion is accomplistieby hdping thehdpless and H kesping
onesdf unspottel from theworld. Watching your tongue disciplining gur mind and bog doing and
not justsaying, are someof thethings dmes eplains to us a&essatial to faithful eligion.
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The church of Christ is a bog of baptizd bdievers who
sek to do all things aftehe New Testamat: OIf any man
peak, let hipesk abe atesof GodO (leker 4:11)t is the
church you read about in theNew Testamat (Romans
16:16). It is bilt by Jsus Christ and not man (Nthew
16:18). It is theealm ofalvatioto which men and women
are addal when they obey thegospeof Jksus Christ (Acts
2:4247).

Investigate these things for yourself!

What Must | Do To Be Saved?

Hear the Gospel, Romans 10:17

Believe in Jesus , John 8:24

Repent,Acts 2:38

Confess your faith, Romans 10:9-10

Be baptized for remission of sins,Acts 22:16
Be faithful until death, Revelation 2:10
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