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z Keeping Unspotted z

In writing about “pure religion” James said: “Pure religion and undefiled 
before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” James 1:27

HOW DOES A CHRISTIAN KEEP HIMSELF 
UNSPOTTED FROM THE WORLD? 

A  W E E K L Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  R O A N R I D G E  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T

At this point I would like to quote an old east Texas proverb: ÒIf you donÕt 
want mud on you, donÕt hang around the mud hole.Ó There are two ways a 
Christian can be mud on himself: (1) deliberately walk into the mud hold; (2) 
just hang around the mud hole and eventually a vehicle will come by and 
splash it on you! It doesnÕt take a Solomon to understand this principle, so I 
will labor it no further.

How does this apply to us? It is not very likely that a knowledgeable 
Christian will just deliberately walk into a sinful mud hole. However, there is 
a problem with some Christians, especially young ones, wanting to hang 
around the mud hole of temptation and sin. Many of us work around very 
worldly people in our efforts to support our families, but there is a lot of 
difference between that and Òhanging out with a worldly crowd.Ó Paul 
wrote: Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good moralsÓ (1 Cor. 
15:33). ÒCan a man take Þre into his bosom, and his clothes not be 
burned?Ó (Prov. 6:27).

ÒMother, I donÕt want to dance, I just want to go to the dance.Ó ÒDad, I 
donÕt plan to drive fast, but I want to go with my friends who do drive fast.Ó 
ÒMom, I donÕt drink beer, but I want to go where they are having a beer 
party.Ó It matters not whether you be old, middle-aged, or young, just hang 
around the mud hole long enough and you will get spotted. DonÕt give Satan 
the advantage in your short life!                                                W. R. Jones
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Which Verse Is It?

The longest verse in the 
Bible contains ninety 
words. Do you have any 
idea which verse it is?.

Which Cha pter Is It?
The middle chapter and 
the shortest psalm are the 
same. It only contains two 
verses. What chapter is it?

Last week’s answer: 

Proverbs 16:31

 SundayÕs Sermons:
! Sunda y Mo r ning: ! Things Necessar y To Obedience ! Scriptur e: Ma tt. 7:21-23

! Sunda y Evening: ! Ador ning T he Doctrine



Instrumental Music
The Community church of Christ in Henderson-
ville, Tennessee began using it on special occa-
sions -- via a CD recording. The Norway Avenue 
congregation in Huntingdon, West Virginia Þrst 
started using praise teams to Òcapture the atten-
tion and imagination of young peopleÓ but has 
now moved to the use of instruments in order to 
Òadapt appropriately to culture.Ó The Max 
Lacado-led Oak Hills church in San Antonio 
refrains from the use of instruments on Sunday 
morning because of Òthe absence of instruments 
in New Testament churches,Ó said Vic King, 
church minister of missions. Oak Hills, however,  
uses instruments on Sunday nights and other oc-
casions.

These three congregations are indicative of a 
trend among progressive churches catering to cul-
tural demands. It is not limited to these three or 
only to those seeking membership in trendy 
groups. I would encourage every gospel preacher 
to re-study this important question and address 
the subject with seriousness and resolve. It is not 
going to disappear but will become an issue that 
will disturb and divide brethren all over again. 
Could it be that we see a generation bearing the 
fruit of weak convictions because of a failure to 
sow the truth on this important subject?

The Key Issue: Have you tried to buy a gift for 
someone but had no idea what to purchase? You 
have two options: 1) you can pick something you 
like (no guarantee they will like it) or, 2) you can 
seek the advice of others with insight into the ex-
pressed will of the recipient. There is a big differ-
ence in the two approaches. We either buy what 
we want or we buy what they want. The same 
principle works when we offer gifts of praise to 
God. What is it that God wants?

After having read much of the current lines of 
argumentation justifying the use of mechanical 
instruments of music in worship, it is apparent to 
me that it comes down to the age-old issue of self-
ishness. As one person said, ÒI want it because I 
like it.Ó The me-Þrst generation has spoken.

Six Essentia l Scriptur es: 1 Cor. 2:9-13. It is 
impossible for you to know the mind of God un-
less it has been revealed. All of which means we 
must dispense with the ÒI think...Ó and focus on 
what the Author has expressed.

Eph. 3:1-4. God spoke, the apostles wrote, and 
we can read and understand. All of which means: 
if  the apostles didnÕt write it and we canÕt read it, 
God doesnÕt want it. ThatÕs true whether you are 
discussing infant baptism or instrumental music.

1 Cor. 14:15. Written in the context of a wor-
ship assembly, Paul addresses two important parts 
of manÕs worship: praying and singing.

Eph. 5:17-19. Paul addresses the WHO : Òspeak-
ing to one anotherÓ -- everyone is involved; the 
WHAT: Òpsalms, hymns, and spiritual songsÓ -- 
not popular and pop songs, and the WHERE : 
Òsinging and making melody with your heartÓ Ð 
the melody making instrument is speciÞed.

Col. 3:16.  We are to lift up our voices and sing 
with thankfulness.

Heb. 13:15. God tells us what He wants -- Òthe 
sacriÞce of praise...the fruit of lips that give 
thanks...Ó

How anyone can read these verses and conclude 
that music in the early church was anything other 
than congregational and vocal is beyond my un-
derstanding. Did Paul make a mistake by not say-
ing we should play with the understanding? Or 
did he accurately convey what God wanted?
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The Principl e Of  Sil ence: I believe relig-
iously- minded people understand the principle of 
silence -- when they want to. If  I propose to a 
nearby Christian Church that they add Þsh to the 
LordÕs Supper because 1) the Þsh symbol reminds 
people of Jesus, 2) there is nothing inherently 
wrong with Þsh, and 3) the Bible doesn't speciÞ-
cally prohibit it, the arguments they would make 
against adding Þsh would be the same arguments 
I would make against adding play to sing. It is not 
any different. If  you can ÒaddÓ play to sing, I can 
ÒaddÓ Þsh to the LordÕs Supper.

Those who argue in favor of its use via Old Tes-
tament teaching display a Sadducean misunder-
standing of Scripture (Matt. 22:29). By what 
authority (not to speak of logic) does one choose 
ßutes and harps (electric guitars and drums?) to 
the neglect of animal sacriÞces and incense burn-
ing? Who gives you the right to pick and choose 
-- unless...it really is all about me?

There is no instrument like the human voice. 
When saints gather and sing, as they ought, it 
produces a sound unequaled by any symphony. 
Shall we bring forth a mechanical reproduction 
or the real thing that God desires to hear? Will 
we 
worship as we will or as He wills?

— Wilson Adams. Biblical Insights,
Vol. 6, No. 7, July 2006

Enthusiasm!!
That certain something that makes us great Ñ 
that pulls us out of the mediocre and 
commonplace Ñ that builds into us Power. It 
glows and shines Ñ it lights up our faces Ñ 
enthusia sm, the keynote  that makes us sing 
and makes men sing with us.

ENTHUS IASM Ñ  The maker of friends Ñ the 
maker of smiles Ñ the producer of conÞdence. It  
cries to the world, ÒIÕve got what it takes.Ó It tells 
all men that our job is a swell job Ñ that the 
house we work for just suits us Ñ the goods we 
have are the best.

ENTHUS IASM Ñ The inspiration that makes 
us Òwake up and live.Ó It puts spring in our step 
Ñ spring in our hearts Ñ a twinkle in our eyes 
and gives us conÞdence in ourselves and our 
fellow man.

ENTHUS IASM Ñ It changes a dead pan 
salesman to a producer Ñ a pessimist to an 
optimist Ñ a loafer to a go-getter.

ENTHUS IASM Ñ If  we have it, we should 
thank God for it. If  we donÕt have it, then we 
should get down on our knees and pray for it.

ÒUpon the plains of hesitation lie, the blackened 
bones of countless millions who at the dawn of 
victory sat down to rest, and resting died!Ó
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Back Page Thoughts
How seriously do you take your religion? Most of us, if  not all of us, would say ÒVery seriously!Ó But 
when we view the practices of many professed Christians, we see a lack of effort, stemming from a lack 
of true desire!

James 1:27 tells us that pure, undeÞled religion is accomplished by helping the helpless and by keeping 
oneself  unspotted from the world. Watching your tongue, disciplining your mind and body, doing  and 
not just saying , are some of the things James explains to us are essential to faithful religion.

Are You Serious About Your Love For God?

ROANRIDGE CHUR CH OF CHRIS T

Elder s The church of Christ is a body of baptized believers who 
seek to do all things after the New Testament: ÒIf any man 
speak, let him speak as the oracles of GodÓ (1 Peter 4:11). It is the 
church you read about in the New Testament (Romans 
16:16). It is built by Jesus Christ and not man (Matthew 
16:18). It is the realm of salvation to which men and women 
are added when they obey the gospel of Jesus Christ (Acts 
2:42-47).

Investigate these things for yourself!

What Must I Do To Be Saved?
Hear the Gospel, Romans 10:17
Believe in Jesus , John 8:24
Repent, Acts 2:38
Confess your faith, Romans 10:9-10
Be baptized for remission of sins, Acts 22:16
Be faithful until death, Revelation 2:10
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