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z Modern Tongue Speaking z

The problem with modern tongue speaking is that it is neither 
biblical, nor from God. Notice the various problems . . .

A  W E E K L Y  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  R O A N R I D G E  C H U R C H  O F  C H R I S T

!  Modern day tongue speaking is not a language, but 
rather an unintelligible, undiscernable uttering.

!  Most tongue speakers freely admit that they have no 
knowledge of  what they are saying, claiming it is a 
Òheavenly tongue.Ó

!  Modern tongue speakers are not regulated in their speaking, but 
may all speak at the same time.

!  Modern tongue speakers do not prohibit their ÒspeakingÓ if  an 
interpreter is absent.

!  Modern tongue speakers claim to be unable to control their tongue.

!  Modern tongue speaking leads to much confusion.

!  In truth, modern tongue speaking is actually a psychologically-induced 
phenomenon that is present also among even non-religious groups.

!  Likewise, Islamic groups, Mormons, and Catholics all claim the 
same Ògift.Ó

!  It is induced by rhythmic hand clapping, body movements, 
emotional environments with much music

!  It is popular with those who are ÒboredÓ with organized religion

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
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Atheism is the belief you 
choose when youÕre acting 
like there is no God!

Atheism leaves one in de-
spair when the Òchips are 
downÓ and one can no 
longer look upward!

Atheism is hopeless. 
There is only the grave to 
expect at death.

Atheism is irrational, ex -
pecting all the beautiful, 
wonderful, mysterious 
things of life to just ap -
pear, for no reason, for 
who knows how long!

 SundayÕs Sermons
! Sunday Morning:! Instructions Fit For A King      Scripture Reading: Deut. 17:18-20

! Sunday Evening:! Old Testament Promises to Israel



Ephesians: The Peace of God
The book of  Ephesians  could be easily identiÞed 
as Òthe epistle on Peace.Ó Seven times in six chap-
ters the apostle Paul speaks of  peace (1:2; 2:14, 15, 
17; 4:3; 6:15, 23). Paul begins his letter with a 
prayer of  peace (1:2) and concludes it with a 
benediction of  peace (6:23). He refers to Òthe gos-
pel of  peaceÓ (6:15), and as the apostle to the Gentiles, 
one could fairly say that he dedicated his life to 
bringing the peace of  God to all men, and to 
making peace between Jews and Gentiles espe-
cially.

Ephesians is likewise viewed as the epistle that de-
picts the church  as the body of  Christ , fulÞll-
ing the eternal scheme of  redemption (1:21-22; 
3:10-11). This is both true and in harmony with 
the epistle as a book of  peace because when one 
makes peace with God in obeying the Gospel, the 
Lord adds that one to the church (Acts 2:38-47) 
and he is in an intimate fellowship with God 
(compare 1 John 1:1-3).

Peace, A Gift of  God (1:2)
Let it not be forgotten that spiritual peace is a gift of 
God. As Ephesians 1:2 states ÒGrace to you and 
peace from  God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.Ó God is often called the ÒGod of  peaceÓ 
(Rom. 15:33; 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:11; Phil. 4:9; 1 
Thess. 5:23). This is an inherent attribute of  God 
along with others such as love, justice, mercy, etc. 
God desires peace with all beings, heavenly and 
earthly. It is His nature.

Peace From What?
One might ask from what does God desire peace 
toward man? The Bible is quite plain about it. 
Man is at enmity with God (war) because of  his own 
sin. God spoke through Isaiah to Judah many 
years ago and said, ÒBehold, the LORDÕS hand is 
not shortened, that it cannot save; nor His ear 

heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have 
separated you from your God; and your sins have 
hidden His face from you, so that He will not 
hearÓ (Isaiah 59:1-2).

Sin is the problem between man and God.  
You only have to begin at the front of  the Bible to 
see that this is so. God made man upright. God 
made man in His own image (Gen. 1:26). God 
made the earth for mankindÕs enjoyment and 
beneÞt. God made man so that He might have 
more beings to love and from whom He could re-
ceive love. It was all Òvery goodÓ (Gen. 1:31). But 
sin  marred the fellowship between man and God. 
Sin stained manÕs conscience. Sin violated GodÕs 
law. Sin was an affront to the very Person of  God 
in all His radiant wonder. God had to drive man 
out of  the Garden of  Eden because of  his sin 
(Gen. 3:24). The remainder of  the Bible is GodÕs 
dealings with sinful man and how He would try to 
help him come back if  man so desired. The end re-
sult is the ÒgospelÓ (Ògood newsÓ), Romans 10. 
Resolving the sin problem between man and God 
brings peace.

Christ Is The Answer
Peace with God comes through Jesus Christ. Paul 
wrote in Romans 5:1, ÒTherefore, having been 
justiÞed by faith, we have peace with God through  
our Lord Jesus Christ.Ó

Not only does Jesus provide peace with God, but 
He also authors peace between mankind, espe-
cially Jews and Gentiles, Eph. 2:14-17. He tore 
down the wall of  separation between the two, He 
made them to be one in Him (the church), and He 
reconciled both to God by the cross, destroying the 
ÒenmityÓ caused by sin. To preach Jesus Christ is 
to preach peace on earth, good will toward men.

by Wayne Goff
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Water or Holy Spirit Baptism?
WATER BAPTISM

1. A command of  God, Matthew 28:19, 
Acts 2:38, Acts 10:48

2. Administered by man, Matthew 28:19, 
Acts 8:38

3. For all nations, required of  Òevery 
creature,Ó Matthew 28:19, Mark 
16:15-16

4. An act of  obedience performed by man, 
Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16

5. In action, both a burial and a resurrec -
tion, Romans 6:1-4, Colossians 2:12

6. A condition of  cleansing one from sin, 
Acts 22:16, Ephesians 5:25-26

7. Puts one Òinto Christ,Ó Romans 6:3-4, 
Galatians 3:26-27

8. A condition of  salvation, Mark 
16:15-16, 1 Peter 3:20-21

9. Not accompanied by miraculous mani -
festations

10.To be done always, until the end of  the 
world, Matthew 28:19-20

HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM

11.A promise from God, Acts 1:2-5, Luke 
24:49

12.Administered by Christ, Matthew 3:11, 
John 1:33

13.Not offered to all men. Jesus said of  the 
Spirit ÒWhom the world cannot re -
ceiveÓ John 14:17

14.Not an act of  obedience performed by 
man, Acts 1:5

15.No visible burial, and no resurrection 
connected, Acts 1:5, Acts 2:4

16.Came after the apostles were already 
ÒcleanÓ through the Word, John 15:3

17.Came after the apostles were already 
ÒinÓ Christ & urged to ÒabideÓ in Him, 
John 15:1-6, Acts 2:1-4

18.Part of  the revelation or conÞrmation 
of  the Gospel, John 16:13, Hebrews 2:4

19.Accompanied by miraculous manifes -
tations, Acts 2:4

20.No promise of  Holy Spirit baptism af-
ter  A.D. 64 when Paul declared there is 
now Òone baptismÓ (Ephesians 4:5)
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These are some of  the differences between water baptism and Holy Spirit bap -
tism. Study the list carefully and be sure that you understand what is being set 
forth. Be sure the Scriptures teach what is argued. Holy Spirit baptism was given 
to the apostles of  the Þrst century to reveal and conÞrm the truth. We now have 
that truth recorded in the New Testament as a Þnished, completed revelation.



Two Prayers
Last night my little boy confessed to me some childish wrong,
And kneeling at my knee, he prayed with tears:
ÒDear God, make me a man, like daddy, wise and strong, I know you can.Ó

Then while he slept, I knelt beside his bed,
Confessed my sins, and prayed with low bowed head,
ÒOh God, make me a child like my child here,
Pure, guileless, trusting thee with faith sincere.Ó

-- Andrew Gillies      

ROANRIDGE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Elders The church of  Christ is a body of  baptized believers who 
seek to do all things after the New Testament: ÒIf  any man 
speak, let him speak as the oracles of  GodÓ (1 Peter 4:11). It is the 
church you read about in the New Testament (Romans 
16:16). It is built by Jesus Christ and not man (Matthew 
16:18). It is the realm of  salvation to which men and women 
are added when they obey the gospel of  Jesus Christ (Acts 
2:42-47).

Investigate these things for yourself!

What Must I Do To Be Saved?
¥ Hear the Gospel, Romans 10:17

¥ Believe in Jesus , John 8:24

¥ Repent, Acts 2:38
¥ Confess your faith, Romans 10:9-10

¥ Be baptized for remission of sins, Acts 22:16
¥ Be faithful until death, Revelation 2:10
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WeÕre on the Web! Check us out!!
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