
Have You Met The Tates
via bulletin in church in Oregon

A description of the Tates, originally appearing, a long time ago, in a bulletin printed by an Oregon church follows:
“ere is an old man Dic Tate who wants to run everything in the church. Uncle Ro Tate tries to change 
everything. Sister Agi Tate stirs up trouble whenever it is possible. Her brother Irri Tate oen encourages her. 
Whenever new classes or a change in the existing classes or any new work that might require a little extra work is 
suggested brother Hesi Tate and sister Vege Tate are quick to jump in with buckets of cold water.”
“en there is sister Imi Tate who would love to have the church mimic every unscriptural innovation the 
unsound are known to practice. When a scriptural, practical, and carefully and prayerfully worked out budget for 
the wise use of the church treasury is presented to the consideration of the church, everyone tends to quake if 
brother Devas Tate stirs, clears his throat and raises his hand. Brother Poten Tate wants so desperately to be the 
big shot that he can be expected to object to anything that does not #rst recognize the need to be proposed, or at 
least sanctioned by him before it is implemented.”
“But all members of the family are not undesirables. Brother Facili Tate is a very helpful member. A delightful 
member of the family is sister Felici Tate. e preacher’s heart is oen warmed by the spirituality of brother Cogi 
Tate and his twin brother Medi Tate.”
Editor’s Note: We may read about the “Tates” and smile, but consider how much trouble is caused by those in the 
church who will not submit their will to the Lord’s. ose who stir up trouble fail to see themselves in the bad light 
which they produce, and are greatly offended by anyone suggesting that they are made of such stuff. In some 
places, things have gotten so bad in a local congregation that the only thing that will ever help their situation is “a 
few funerals.” It was like that in the ancient days of Israel as they wandered in the wilderness!
But there are those who come from the good side of the Tates. ey are among the #rst to volunteer to clean the 
building, teach a Bible class, visit the sick, or improve the worship. ey facilitate!
Others from the good side come early, welcome the visitors, greet them on their way out (or in the parking lot), 
and make everyone happy to be here. ey felicitate!
Certainly I appreciate greatly the ones who not only listen to my sermons, but actually suggest additional 
applications, or additional follow-up sermons, etc. ey even make a personal application and determine to 
become better Christians and better members of the church. ey cogitate and meditate!
One only has to read the #rst letter to the Corinthians by the apostle Paul to realize that many of the Tates 
worshiped there. In response to them all, the Lord directed the following:
“Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10).
Such unity and peace in any local congregation can only be had when we unite upon God’s Word, and put our own 
wills in submission to Christ’s! It isn’t easy, but it is possible.
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