
Is Your Name Written There?
by	Wayne	Goff	

This past week, Americans went to the polls to vote. We carried with us identification cards to prove 
that we were approved citizens, registered to vote. An electronic tablet was used to confirm our 
identity, and once again, it was a bit of a relief to find that my name was included there. But dear 
reader, is your name written in the Book of Life? 

The Book of Life 
“And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was 
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were 
written in the books. … And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of 
fire” (Revelation 20:12, 15). 
The “books” contain the works done by each human being while he lived upon the earth. The “Book of 
Life” registers the names of the faithful who are saved in eternity. The names are not placed there 
unconditionally. God requires of us certain things: 

Things Commanded 
1. Belief in Jesus Christ as the Son of God Who died for your sins, John 20:31. “But these are written 

that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His 
name.” 

2. Repentance from sins of word and deeds, Luke 13:3. “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all 
likewise perish.” Repentance is a change of heart that results in a change of life. One cannot continue 
in sin and hope that God will overlook your sins! 

3. Confess Christ as the Son of God, Philippians 2:11. “And that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

4. Be baptized for the remission of sins, Acts 22:16. “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be 
baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” 

5. Be faithful in your life, Revelation 2:10. “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. 
Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have 
tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” “Faithfulness” means to 
be loyal and obedient to all things which Jesus Christ requires of you (Matt. 28:20). 

6. Abide in Jesus’ word, the New Testament, John 8:31. “Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, 
“If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.” 

7. Worship God in spirit and in truth, John 4:24. “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship 
in spirit and truth.” 

8. Glorify the Name of Christ in your life, 1 Peter 4:16. “Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.” A “Christian” is a disciple, a follower, a learner of 
Christ. Perhaps an American term which best resembles the meaning of disciple is the word 
“apprentice.” 

9. Offer yourself as a living sacrifice to the Cause of Christ, Romans 12:1. “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 
is your reasonable service.” 

10. Bear fruit in talking to others about Jesus, and by bearing the works of righteousness in your 
life, John 15:6-7. “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather 
them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you 
will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.” 
314603

Roanridge Reader Volume 31 Issue 46 Page 03


