
Distinctive Preaching
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One of the greatest appealing characteristics of the Lord’s church in years gone has been in the 
distinctive preaching. This preaching has been so distinctive that many people cannot believe the 
extent of it. So many times people come to the assembly for a visit and are amazed at the extent the 
Bible is referred to, studied, and read. This reaction shows that in some circles there is apparently 
little Bible being taught. So, it shouldn’t come as any surprise when the preaching of the Lord’s 
church is found to be distinctive. 

Years ago debates were common between the church and the denominations. At that time there was 
something mutual to debate — the Bible. Now there is no common ground. The church still respects 
the Bible, but the denominations have “moth-balled” it in favor of the social gospel and political 
correctness. Those who have decided to change plain gospel preaching ought to seriously consider 
Galatians 1:6-9 sometime. Those verses clearly illustrate that the gospel is not supposed to change 
and those who decide to change it have stepped into an area where man has no right to be! 

Here’s just one example of how this is done. The matter of ordaining active homosexuals to 
positions of ministry within their denominational hierarchies is a tacit admission that what was 
once sin no longer is (see Lev. 18:22; 20:13) and that God somehow or another actually approves of 
one involved in such activity. That alone should be enough to prove that there is no longer any 
common ground! The word of God hasn’t changed in nearly 2000 years. How did homosexuality 
suddenly become a sanctioned relationship? Someone may say that society’s opinion has changed 
and so that is the way it should be. When this argument is made, it should be very apparent that 
there is no common ground. When gospel preachers say that God hates the sin of homosexuality (1 
Cor. 6:9-11), get ready for a lot of amazed people who are being led to believe that He actually 
approves of it! 

We should not be too surprised when others are so amazed. Our Lord’s preaching was different 
from what those of His day heard (Matthew 7:28-29). No doubt it sounded strange to them. We are 
only following His example when we preach the same message. You see, it is not that the message 
has changed and become different somehow.  The message has remained the same for almost 2000 
years. It is others who have begun to preach some other gospel that is so far removed from the 
original as to make the original seem strange to the ear. When you examine the New Testament you 
will find that the proclaimers of the gospel all had a continuity and consistency of the message (1 
Cor. 1:10) and called for the same. We should do all we can to keep as close to that message as 
possible. 

The preaching of the pure gospel of Christ will cause even skeptics to take note of it (Acts 17:18).  It 
can change a persecutor (Acts 9:1-2) into an apostle (Acts 26:16-18). Let us not give up on it or think 
it needs to be “improved” on in some way.  If we do that, it will lose its distinctiveness. Let’s leave it 
alone. It’s fine just the way it is. 
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