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person must assume that the daughter element in the sample was not there in the beginning. However, 
that claim cannot be proven. Who is to say that the rock did not start out with 23 ounces of lead already 
in it? The lead could have been in the rock from the beginning (and so could the uranium). To illustrate 
this point, suppose you go to a swimming pool and find a hose that is pumping water into the pool at a 
rate of 100 gallons an hour. You discover that the pool has 3,000 gallons of water in it. You calculate 
that the hose must have been running for 30 hours. However, when you ask the owner of the pool how 
long she has been running the hose, she tells you that she has been running it for only one hour. Most of 
the water was already in the pool due to a heavy rain the night before. If you assumed that all the water 
came from the hose, your calculations would be way off—29 hours off to be exact. Assumption three, 
that no daughter element existed at the beginning, simply cannot be granted. 

Another Problem with Radiometric Dating
In addition to the assumptions that are built into radiometric dating, another problem is that the 
different radiometric methods drastically disagree with one another at times. On occasion, the same 
sample of rock can be dated by different methods, and the dates can differ by several hundred million 
years. Some rocks from Hawaii that were known to have formed about two hundred years ago rendered 
a date of 160 million to three billion years when dated by the potassium-argon method. Another time, 
the same basalt rock in Nigeria was given a date of 95 million years when dated by the potassium-argon 
method, and 750 million years when dated by the uranium-helium method. But what can you expect 
from dating methods that are based on unrealistic assumptions? Anything is possible! 

It is likely that other dating methods soon will be “discovered” that will give even older ages for the 
Earth. But each dating method that renders colossal numbers of years will be based on similar, 
unprovable assumptions. Many books that you read or shows that you watch may tell you that the Earth 
is billions of years old. Realizing that these vast ages of billions of years come from dating methods that 
are based upon incorrect assumptions will give you more confidence in the Bible. There never have 
been billions of years available for evolution. 

*Please keep in mind that Discovery articles are written for 3rd-6th graders.
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