The Parable of the Sower

by Wayne Goff

The parables of Jesus are some of the most fascinating stories because they tie spiritual truths to
obvious natural events. In the parable of the Sower (Matthew 13, Mark 4, Luke 8), Jesus compares
gospel preaching to seed-planting. The “seed” (Word of God, Lk. 8:11) is sent into four different soils:
(1) wayside; (2) rocky soil; (3) thorny ground; (4) good ground. These soils represent four kinds of
hearts. So ask yourself: “Of what soil am | made?”

1. Wayside: This is the one who hears the word but the devil comes and takes away the word before
he obeys it (Matt. 13:19; Lk. 8:12).

2. Rocky Soil: This is the one who hears the Word and joyfully receives it and believes for a time. But
when temptation, tribulation or persecution comes his way, he becomes weak, forgetful, and falls
away from the truth (Matt. 13:21; Lk. 8:13). Christianity is just too hard for him!

3. Thorny Ground: This is the one who is too busy with life to consider what is coming in eternity. He

hears the Word of God but the cares, riches and pleasures of life keep him from completing his
spiritual duties and he dies spiritually (Matt. 13:22; Lk. 8:14).

4. Good Ground: This is the one who hears the Word with a good, noble heart, keeps it obediently,
and bears fruit with patience throughout his life (Matt. 13:23; Lk. 8:15).

Now if you have been paying attention to the parable of the Lord, then you know you want to be the
“good ground.” You want to be a good Listener of God’s Word. You want to take it into your good and
noble heart and apply it to your life. You want to do this over the entirety of your life so that at the end
of this earthly journey, the Lord will say to you: “Good and faithful servant.” But the reality for most
people is that they are one of the other three soils. (1) They never consider it. (2) They obey it for awhile
until it gets to be too hard. (3) They would love to be a faithful Christian, and they love hearing the
Word and going to church — but they’re too busy.

You see, dear reader, it takes time and effort to bring spiritual fruit to bear in your life. You have to
make the time, cultivate your spiritual tastes, and do it habitually. Going to church once a week will not
get the job done. You must hear the Word, keep it and bring forth fruit patiently (Lk. 8:15). So says Jesus
Christ Himself.
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