Some Thoughts on — RELIGIOUS DIVISION

by Bill Crews

Religious Division Today

s evidenced by such organizations as the Ministerial Alliance and the World Council of
. Churches of Christ, and such movements as the Ecumenical Movement, and such

celebrations as International Brotherhood Week, the majority of those individuals who
consider themselves Christians and those denominations that regard themselves as being of Christ
believe that religious division is inevitable, unpreventable, acceptable and even advantageous.
They even believe we must accept it, learn to live with it and make the most of it. Some even
believe it is of God and thank Him for the many churches so that each can “join” the church of
his choice.

The New Testament Picture
In the first century, according to what is depicted in the New Testament, Christians constituted
one church and local congregations were identical in organization, doctrine and practice. Jesus
Christ had prayed that all who believe on Him through the word taught by the apostles might be
one, even as He and the Father were one (John 17:20-21). He also declared that a kingdom
divided against itself is brought to desolation and that a house or city divided against itself shall
not stand (Matthew 12:25). Paul enjoined the Corinthian brethren “through the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that
ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10). The
same apostle taught that there is one God and Father, one Lord, one Spirit, one body (or one
church; the body is the church — Ephesians 1:22-23; 5:23; Colossians 1:18), one faith, one
baptism, and one hope (Ephesians 4:4-6). Those who were saying, “I am of Paul” or “I am of
Apollos” were charged with carnality and immaturity (1 Corinthians 3:1-4). Division is
everywhere condemned and unity enjoined.

We Cannot Endorse Division

We cannot, therefore, in defiance of God'’s revelation, join in the chorus that endorses religious
division. We know that it is neither of God nor acceptable to God. It is certainly not
advantageous, but destructive. It tears down rather than builds up. It causes the world to
disbelieve rather than to believe (John 17:21). It is inevitable and unpreventable only in the sense
that sin is inevitable and Satan is allowed to have his way in the hearts and lives of men and
women. As a Bible-believing people we cannot say with good conscience, “It doesn't really
matter what creed you subscribe to or what church you belong to, as long as you are sincere and
honest in your faith and practice.” Or, "There are many ways to heaven, just as there are many
roads that
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