
Close To God But Distant From The Church?
by Wayne Goff 

I recently read an article with the title “Close to God, but distant from the church?” It gave three 
reasons why you can’t be close to God while being distant from the church. Here are four reasons 
from the New Testament. 

1: God Added You
“… And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47). If you were 
saved in the biblical, scriptural manner, then the Lord added you to His church, His people, His 
sheep, His body. Tragically, there are those who are members of a local congregation but who always 
distance themselves from the congregation! They speak in terms of “them” and “they,” instead of 
“us” and “we.” They might argue that they haven’t been included in the group, but they’re usually 
the ones who don’t want to “get involved.” This is not what Jesus had in mind. 
I have often said, and I think it is biblically true, that you cannot get to heaven by yourself, and so 
the Lord added you to a body of saved believers with whom you can fellowship and work to build up 
your faith and theirs too. 

2: The Church Is A Body
“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body — whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or 
free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:13). Local Christians are 
gathered together in one body. They are to be united, cooperative, and supportive. As Paul said in 
verse 12: “For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body, so also is Christ.” Our physical body is well only when all of its parts are 
working, supported and harmonious. Paul pointed out that whether you are a glorious part or a 
humble part it doesn’t matter! You are still a part. And so is our body. Therefore, so long as you 
isolate yourself from the rest of the church, you are not following Christ as you should. 

3: Christ Gave His Life For The Church
“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). 
Jesus died on the cross to save those who would believe in Him and obey Him — and that is the 
church. He is the Head; we are the body parts. The Head instructs; we follow. This is why you cannot 
be “close to God” while being “distant from the church.” That’s not God’s plan, and if that describes 
you, then are you are following Jesus! 
If Jesus died to purchase the church with His own blood, then we should work to help build it up. 
Some work to tear it down, thinking that they are getting some kind of revenge for being hurt by one 
or many of the body. But if they were as close to God as they imagine, then they would work to 
repair the breach in the body! “That there should be no schism in the body, but that the members 
should have the same care for one another. And if one member suffers, all the members suffer 
with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it” (1 Corinthians 12:25–26). 

4: Rejoicing In True Diversity
“Diversity” is a dangerous catch-phrase these days. But biblically, it’s a good thing. “If the whole 
body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the 
smelling? But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased” (1 
Corinthians 12:17–18). We understand diversity in the physical body. Paul compares that to the 
spiritual diversity in the spiritual body. We are all different — in age, in abilities, in talents, in 
interests, in backgrounds, etc. — so use those to the glory of God! 
Dear reader, if you feel distant from this body, then let us and the Word help you fix it. 
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