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knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, 
hope" (Romans 5:3-4). Patience is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). Love, the true motivation of the 
Christian, is patient (1 Corinthians 13). 

Jesus is the great example of endurance for us. Jesus endured the cross, despised the shame, and 
is now at His Father’s right hand and on His throne (Hebrews 12:2-3). We are admonished by the 
Hebrew writer to “run with endurance the race that is set before us” (v. 1). Patience, or perseverance, 
is part of the maturing of the Christian (James 1:2-4).

Job is another example set before suffering Christians. James wrote, “You have heard of the 
perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord — that the Lord is very compassionate 
and merciful" (James 5:11). 

The book of Revelation often depicts how patient the suffering saints of that era were: the 
churches at Ephesus, Thyatira, and Philadelphia were commended for their patience (2:2, 19; 3:10), 
and the patience and faith of the saints were based upon the end of those who opposed them (13:10; 
14:12). So many times the Lord teaches us to endure present trials, persecutions and sufferings on the 
basis of the overall meaning of life and death, and of time and eternity. 

Patience can be developed as we think of the end of our earthly sojourn and what those results may 
be. Brethren, if we are ever to develop our own personal patience, it will be in this way. Fretting, fussing 
and fuming over trifling matters that face us daily can be dispelled by looking at life from God’s 
standpoint. In the final day of Judgment, evil will be destroyed, good will be praised and rewarded, and 
all will be well with God and His faithful ones. Patience is a virtue that you can take into eternity. Take 
the time to learn it!
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