
America’s Obsession with Sex
by Bill Crews 

The ensuing article was written some 62 years ago; it is still relevant. 

Back in January of 1957 there appeared an Associated Press release that is shocking in its intensity, 
its language, and, above all, its truth. One need only read the daily news events from across the 
nation, glance through some leading magazines, notice the magazine cover display in a neighborhood 
store, listen to a few popular songs, watch the general run of television programs, and observe the 
manner of dress of many men and women to recognize the truths of the statements of that release. 
It contained some studied observations made by professor Pitirim Sorokin of Harvard University (far 
from the articles produced by Harvard professors of2022). From the newspaper article I quote the 
following: 

“Americans are victims of a sex mania as malignant as cancer and as socially menacing as 
communism.” 

“We are completely surrounded by the rising tide of sex which is flooding every 
compartment of our culture, every section of our social life.”  

“We live in a video environment saturated wish exhibitionistic or teasingly semi-draped 
nudity.” 

“Sex appeal has become a must in commercial advertising. ... our civilization has become 
so preoccupied with sex that it now comes from all pore of American life.”  

He said that such “sex obsession” is reflected in the mounting divorce rate, the upsurge in sex 
crimes, “the emphasis of sex in radio and TV programs, stage plays and movies, popular songs, 
pictures, reading matter and advertising.”  

“Our morals have changed (think of “the moral revolution of the 1960’s” ~ B.C.) so notably that 
continence, chastity, and faithfulness are increasingly viewed as oddities, as ossified survivals 
of a prehistoric age.”  

Now, why not open your Bibles and read the following passages: Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 
6:9-11; Galatians 5:16-24 and Colossians 3:1-17. Such things as fleshly lusts, evil desires, 
lasciviousness (look up the word), uncleanness, fornication, homosexuality, sodomy and 
bestiality have played leading roles in many of the tragedies related in the Bible: the apostasy of 
Noah’s day, the destruction of Sodom and three other cities, the departures of lsrael and Judah, the 
perverted condition of the Gentile nations. Fleshly lusts war against the soul; they eat as a canker to 
destroy one's spirituality; they bar one’s entrance into the portals of heaven; they open up the gates 
of hell. “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are noble, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy — meditate on these things” 
(Philippians 4:8). 
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