
Repentance & Forgiveness
by Wayne Goff

In the case of David and Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11), the penalty under the Law of Moses for adultery was death! 
Leviticus 20:10. Ideally, both David and Bathsheba would have suffered capital punishment for their sin. 
When God sent the prophet Nathan to David to reveal to him his sin and to convict him of his wrong, he also told 
David that his life would be spared: “...And Nathan said to David, ‘e LORD also has put away your sin; you shall 
not die.’”  2 Samuel 12:13. Undoubtedly David was relieved to hear that good news. But have you ever noticed in 
the text the words of David that immediately preceded Nathan’s words? Here they are: “So David said to Nathan, ‘I 
have sinned against the LORD.’ ...” As soon as David uttered those words of guilt and self-condemnation, the 
prophet Nathan said “You shall not die.”
Would it have been a different verdict if David had tried to deny his wrong, cover it up, and even punish Nathan 
for publicizing his sin? Of course, we will never know for sure, but the proximity of the admission of guilt to the 
pronouncement of clemency makes a good case!
In Psalm 51, David utters these words of admission: “For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is always 
before me. Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight—...” (vv. 3-4).
e lesson for us is that God is loving, merciful, longsuffering, and forgiving. We must turn to God and confess all 
of our sins, repent of all of our wrongs, and throw ourselves on the mercy of this magni#cent God! In this sense, 
nothing has changed since the days of David! “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 Jn. 1:8-9).
Pride goes before destruction, Prov. 16:18. Sometimes we are too proud to admit that we have sinned, that we need 
forgiveness, and that God can forgive us. Sometimes we think if we ignore our sins then they will just somehow go 
away! Dear reader, that is a fatal error! God is loving, longsuffering and forgiving -- but He is also a just God. All 
sin must be repented and confessed before forgiveness is possible.
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