
How Do You Prevent The Consequences Of Sin?
by Bill Crews

More than seven centuries before Christ Isaiah the prophet wrote: “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good 
evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter” (Isaiah 5:20). 
ese are they who change the labels on human conduct; who deny that sinful conduct is sin, and label actions that 
are pure as impure; who would like for our children to be ashamed of what is good and to be proud of and brazen 
about what is evil. A contemporary of Isaiah wrote: “For they sow the wind, and they shall reap the 
whirlwind” (Hosea 8:7). Choices and conduct have their consequences, and man cannot escape the consequences 
of his decisions and actions. As long as we either deny that our sinful activities are sinful or try to escape the 
unpleasant consequences of those sinful activities -- especially while refusing to change behavior, we will continue 
to have serious problems.
An article in “Parade Magazine” of Feb. 2, 1997 was entitled, “What Teenage Girls Say About Pregnancy.” “In 1995 
an estimated 513,000 teens in the U. S. Gave birth,” said the article. Primarily, it was a summary of a survey in 
which a research organization asked 720 girls, ages 12 to 19, such questions as: “What would prevent pregnancy 
among unwed teens?”; “Should unmarried teens be sexually active?”; “Why does teen sex so oen seem to ‘just 
happen’?” ey were also asked how much in#uence their parents had exerted in their lives, and whether or not 
“the media” (movies, TV, music) push teens into having sex, and why teens get pregnant, and what unmarried 
teenagers should do if they get pregnant.
As usual, what was missing from this article was the loud and clear message that sex among unmarried people, 
both teens and others, is fornication and therefore sin, and should be absolutely avoided. And what was present in 
this article was a strong advocacy of sex education that will do no more than prevent sexually active young girls 
from getting pregnant while they continue to engage in sinful sex. In our own high schools boys and girls are 
laughed at and teased for being virgins, a clear indication of the failure of parents to teach their children what is 
right and what is wrong.
e same Parade article also asked for responses from readers, giving a phone number to call and listing eight 
points to which the readers could respond. In addition to that, an address was given for those who wished to 
respond in writing, and some questions were suggested to which they could respond, the $rst of which was: “Do 
you have any suggestions to discourage pregnancy among unmarried teenagers?” Predictably, this led to a follow-
up article, “How to Prevent Teen Pregnancy.” (“Parade Magazine,” May 25, 1997)
e answer, loud and clear, ought to be: To teach them that sex before marriage is sinful, that purity of thought and 
conduct is the will of the God who made them, that self-control and abstinence from fornication will end all teen 
pregnancy among unmarried teens. And parents should not only do this teaching themselves, but enforce it with 
good examples of behavior on their own part. But once again the prominent message given is this: Sex among 
teenagers is only natural and is going to be very common, so teenagers should be taught how to protect themselves 
with birth control devices. A pessimistic, you can’t change the conduct, so just work on preventing the unwanted 
and undesirable consequences. In the highlighted responses, the $rst one listed was that of a 17-year-old (not the 
best place to look for wisdom): “Create a comfortable atmosphere where teenagers can ask questions. en more 
teenagers will want to get condoms and birth control pills.” God help us if we think that this is the right answer! 
How do you prevent the unpleasant and undesirable consequences of sin? Do whatever it takes to stop the sin, 
hopefully by so teaching and so in#uencing our children that in all things they will want to do the will of God.
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