
Who Invented Mothers?
by Wayne Goff

“And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living”
God is the Inventor of mothers. He created woman !rst as the wife and companion of man, Gen. 2:24. en when 
Eve became the !rst mother, Adam called her name “Eve.” 
“Mother” appears in the Bible 336 times in 5 different forms. It appears in Genesis 28 times, and most densely in 
the book of Ruth. In the New Testament, it appears oen in the Gospel accounts, but very little in the doctrinal 
epistles. Just the same, in 1 Cor. 11, we read “For as woman came from man, even so man also comes through 
woman; but all things are from God” (v. 12). Without a mother, no humans would exist. us, we are all indebted 
to our mothers from a purely physical standpoint.
But the greatest in%uence a mother can have is spiritual. Many young women have given birth naturally to a child. 
But that doesn’t make them  good mothers. e love, sacri!cial work, caring, and molding make mothers either 
great or lacking. One of the most wonderful examples is that of the motherly in%uences upon Timothy by his 
mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois. Timothy’s father was not a Christian, so he had no spiritual in%uence 
upon him at all. Without his mother and grandmother, there would have been no Timothy as we know him and 
read about him in the New Testament!
Another example of a great mother is Hannah, 1 Samuel 1. She was the wife of Elkanah, an Ephraimite. Peninnah 
was also the wife of Elkanah and she bore him “children” while Hannah was barren. Elkanah was a faithful, 
spiritual man. He loved Hannah even though she was barren; perhaps because of her own spirituality. A godly 
woman is a beautiful person no matter what her physical talents might be. She radiates her beauty from within, 
and carries herself as one with great purpose and character. Such a person will be greatly loved by one who also 
loves God.
Undoubtedly Peninnah was jealous of their relationship because she tormented Hannah for her barren condition. 
When Hannah could take the reproach no longer, she brought her grief-stricken heart to the Lord and prayed 
fervently to Him. Many such women down through the years have wondered why God has allowed their wombs to 
be closed while far less godly women have had no problem with conception. Of course, I cannot answer that 
question for any person, but I know God had a purpose in doing so to Hannah.
Hannah’s “bitterness of soul” and “anguish” led her to make a vow to the Lord: give me a son, and I will “give him 
to the Lord all the days of his life” (1 Sam. 1:11). God remembered Hannah and gave her a son whom she named 
“Samuel, saying, ‘Because I have asked for him from the LORD’” (v. 20). us was born one of the great servants of 
the Lord from the Old Testament. Would Samuel have come about from a less godly woman? Absolutely not. God 
had a purpose to accomplish in Hannah.
en there are other great mothers like Abraham’s wife, Sarah (Gen. 17-18); Moses’ mother (Ex. 1-2); Elizabeth, 
the mother of John the Baptist (Lk. 1:6-25); Mary, the mother of Jesus (Lk. 1:27-38); and many others like them! 
Each story is arresting, amazing, and enthralling!
Yes, it is an honor to be a part of the birth-process as mother, but far greater is the honor bestowed upon one who 
has been spiritual builder in the hearts of her children! e richest husband and children in the world are those 
whose family is in%uenced by the godly woman (Prov. 31).
“Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised” Proverbs 31:30.
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