
Am I A Convenient Christian?
by Wayne Goff

A convenient Christian is one who serves God when it’s easy & requires no sacrifice

Any Christian should immediately bristle at the accusation of being a convenient Christian. Aer all, we should 
remember that Jesus said, “If anyone desires to come aer Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow Me” (Matt. 16:24). Christianity is all about “sacri"ce.” But at the same time, we should habitually examine 
ourselves to be sure that we have not let convenience become a part of our lives as Christians.
“Convenient” is de"ned as “"tting in well with a person’s needs, activities, and plans.” It also means “involving little 
trouble or effort.” Felix is the renowned example of one who refused to serve God because it was not convenient! 
“When I have a convenient time I will call for you” (Acts 24:25). He never did "nd that time -- so beware!
Sometimes we view gospel meetings as a great sacri"ce of our time and energy. But if you take the usual week-long 
effort, you will see that an extra four hours is all that’s being taken. Monday, Tuesday, ursday and Friday services 
are added, at about an hour each day. Is that a lot? Well, if you compare it to work, would you consider it to be a 
great sacri"ce if your boss asked you to work an extra four hours this week? It might be an inconvenience, but not 
a great sacri"ce. How about sports? e usual professional football or baseball game lasts at least three hours, and 
more if the game is extended by overtime or extra innings! Do we consider that a great sacri"ce? Perhaps, if you’re 
the wife of a sports fanatic. What about education? If you are asked to put in an extra four hours sometime during 
a single semester, would that be an absurd request? Of course not. Some classes regularly require such time weekly 
in labs and other outside class work. So in reality, having a gospel meeting every six months that requires an extra 
four hours is not much of a sacri"ce, though some seem to think it is.
Small children make the effort more difficult because they have a hard time sitting still for an hour every night. 
During the school year when they have already been at school 6-8 hours, and the parents have been working that 
long, then by week’s end everyone is exhausted. But stop and think -- it isn’t the meeting work that made you tired. 
It was the long period at school or work! We must invest in eternity some time, so when would you suggest?
What are parents teaching their children by attending that extra four hours during the week of a meeting? ey are 
teaching them the importance of God, Christ’s church, and eternal salvation. Yes, it is a sacri"ce made by the godly 
family, and it is teaching children that God really does matter! It is not convenient to attend every night of the 
week, but it is important! God bless those who made that sacri"ce this past week and received a blessing from it. 
May God increase your tribe.
Christianity is a way of life. Worldliness is a way of life. e worldly Christian is a convenient Christian who will 
not pay the price to do what is required of him. e two concepts are contrary one to another (see Gal. 5:17). You 
have to make a choice, just as Joshua and Elijah both admonished of ancient Israel.
Beloved, this is a tricky subject. ere is a "ne line between what we “cannot do,” and what we “refuse to do.” God 
knows the hearts and lives of each of us and whether or not we are denying ourselves, taking up our cross, and 
following Him!
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