
How Do I Study The Bible?
by Wayne Goff

For those who read the Bible but don’t get much out of it, let me offer some practical tips which I got from a 
workbook by Earle West.
Motivation
One has to have the true desire to study God’s Word. Just a passing whim or fancy is insufficient. God’s Word is 
designed to help the desirous learner and to prevent the haphazard student from learning much of anything! Ezra 
“prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord” (Ezra 7:10) and as a result learned much. Also, seeing a need or 
value to God’s Word is important. Bible study just for the sake of Bible study will not accomplish much nor last 
long.
Reaction
Your mind must be active as it studies God’s Word. is is the principle of reaction. e active mind will be 
engaged in Bible study or Bible listening by asking questions, connecting what is being read or heard to something 
learned earlier, making application to self, and either agreeing or taking issue with what is being studied. To learn, 
you must teach yourself to do these things.
Concentration
We hear much about that subject today and children are constantly being accused of being “attention de$cit.” 
While there is some serious issues there, many of us suffer from an attention de$cit because we just aren’t 
interested. So be sure that you really want to learn more of the Bible or a certain topic before you proceed.
If you truly want to learn, then you need to $nd the environment which best helps you concentrate. Probably some 
place quiet, organized, with a good light, a comfortable desk or table, and your study tools readily accessible. 
Setting a time of day to study, and a de$nite length of time will also help.
Organization
In Bible study, it helps greatly to get a general idea of the subject you are studying. Topical summaries at the 
beginning of a Bible book are helpful. Learn to quickly scan your reading matter to get a quick idea of the main 
points. Or as you listen to sermons, listen for the outline of the sermon as you do. Organizing one’s mind is very 
helpful.
Comprehension
You comprehend something when you “get the idea,” or when a thought “clicks in your head.” It’s a great 
accomplishment and gives you great satisfaction. One test of true understanding is your ability to put it into your 
own words. If you cannot do that, then you haven’t quite mastered your material. Discussing the study, sermon, 
etc. with someone while it is fresh in your mind is also helpful. And I see a lot of brethren keeping journals, 
notebooks, etc. to help them remember.
Repetition
Most children learn best by repetition. ink of how you learned your math facts, or the alphabet, or how you 
learned to read and write. Tedious, constant repetition is probably the way you learned it! So it is with us as adults. 
Peter said in 2 Peter 1:13-15 that we need reminding: “For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always 
of these things, though you know and are established in the present truth. Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in 
this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ 
showed me. Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of these things aer my decease.” 
ree times Peter repeated that we need to be reminded. Very few things are learned the $rst time around. 
Incidentally, experiments show that several short periods of review are better than a few long ones. So as you 
review what you have learned, keep that in mind.
Conclusion
Remember that there is more than one way to learn. Each student has a unique, God-given ability to learn a certain 
way, so $nd the way that works best for you and utilize it! You might start now by reading the parable of the Sower 
(Matt. 13:3ff; Mk. 4:3ff; Lk. 8:5ff). Notice what is said about each kind of “soil” (heart) and make a personal 
application. God bless you as you strive to learn more of God’s will for your life this year.

260203
Roanridge Reader Volume 26 Issue 02 Page 03


