Some Questions About Your Baptism

by Bill Crews

How Were You Baptized?

An English dictionary defines baptism according to how the word is currently used in the religious world, not
according to its usage in the New Testament. However, even an English dictionary will tell us that the word
"baptize” came from a Greek word which had the meaning of "dip, immerse, wash." John 3:23 tells us that John the
Baptist baptized "in Aenon, near to Salim, because there was much water there." Matthew 3:16 says: "And Jesus,
when he was baptized, went up straightway from (out of) the water." Matthew 3:6 says: "And they were baptized of
him in the river Jordan." Both Romans 6:3-4 and Colossians 2:12 show that in being baptized one is both buried
with Christ and raised with Christ -- baptism being a re-enactment of the burial and resurrection of Christ. Is this
how you were baptized? If you had water poured or sprinkled upon you, you were not baptized.

What Preceded Your Baptism?

In the New Testament baptism came after people were taught (Matt. 28:19); after hearing the gospel and believing
it (Mk. 16:15-16); after hearing the word, being convicted of their sins, and repenting (Acts 2:36-38,41); after
hearing Jesus preached, believing it, and confessing that faith (Acts 8:35-38); after asking what to do, being told to
believe, and hearing the word of the Lord (Acts 16:30-31); after hearing the word and believing (Acts 18:8). Really,
all of these heard and believed and obeyed the same truth. These prerequisites clearly rule out infants. If you were
baptized as an infant, you were not ready, you were not following New Testament teaching.

Why Were You Baptized?

In Acts 2:38 baptism is “for the remission of your sins” In Matthew 28:18-20 it is for discipleship or becoming a
disciple. In Mark 16:15-16 it is for salvation. In Acts 22:16 it is for the washing away of sins. In 1 Corinthians 12:13
it puts one into the body or church of Christ. In Galatians 3:26-27 it puts one into Christ. In Romans 6:3-4 it puts
one into Christ, into His death, into death (to sin). 1 Peter 3:21 teaches that just as eight people were saved in the
ark through water, so now baptism, as the true anti-type, saves us. If you were taught that you were already saved
before you were baptized and were baptized because you had been saved, you were not following New Testament
teaching.

When Were You Baptized?

In the New Testament when people expressed a desire to be baptized, they were baptized immediately. In no case
was anyone brought before a congregation for a vote of approval before he could be baptized. No one was ever
asked if he believed or felt that he was already saved before he was baptized. There is not one example of baptism
being put off, or delayed, or planned for some time in the future. Consider these examples:

Acts 2:41 - “They then that received his word were baptized: and there were added unto them in that day about
three thousand souls.”

Acts 8:12 - "But when they believed Philip preaching good tidings concerning the kingdom of God and the name
of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women?”

Acts 8:38 - “And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they both went down into the water, both Philip
and the eunuch; and he baptized him.”

Acts 9:18 - “And straightway there fell from his eyes as it were scales, and he received his sight and he arose and
was baptized." The command he was responding to is found in Acts 22:16 where Paul was recounting his
conversion.

Acts 16:33 - “And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all
his, immediately.”

When you were baptized, did you follow these Bible examples? The reason that most churches today have those
who desire to be baptized to wait for several days or even a few weeks before they will actually baptize them is
because they do not deem the act that important. They are not following Biblical examples in their practice.
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