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11. Peter	  was	  again	  the	  spokesman	  when	  the	  gospel	  was	  4irst	  preached	  to	  the	  Gentiles	  (Acts	  10;	  15:7).	  Very	  
true,	  and	  on	  that	  occasion	  opening	  the	  doors	  of	  the	  kingdom	  of	  heaven	  to	  Gentiles.	  In	  1	  Peter	  5:1	  he	  
refers	  to	  himself	  as	  “a	  fellow-‐elder,”	  and	  not	  “the	  Universal	  Bishop.”	  

12. Peter	  was	  miraculously	  released	  from	  prison,	  whereas	  James,	  the	  brother	  of	  John,	  was	  allowed	  to	  be	  
killed	  by	  Herod	  Agrippa	  I	  (Acts	  12:1-‐17).	  Well,	  in	  Acts	  4	  Peter	  and	  John	  were	  not	  miraculously	  released	  
from	  prison,	  but	  in	  Acts	  5	  all	  the	  apostles	  were	  miraculously	  released	  from	  prison.	  To	  what	  conclusion	  
does	  this	  lead?	  	  

13. Peter	  had	  a	  prominent	  role	  in	  the	  great	  meeting	  in	  Jerusalem	  (Acts	  15:7-‐11).	  But	  read	  the	  entire	  chapter	  
and	  see	  that	  James	  had	  a	  more	  prominent	  role.	  This	  James	  was	  the	  Lord’s	  brother	  and	  is	  prominent	  in	  
Galatians	  1:19	  and	  in	  Galatians	  2:6-‐10;	  he	  is	  mentioned	  before	  Peter	  and	  John	  (the	  order	  is	  “James,	  
Cephas	  and	  John”).	  	  

14. Surely	  the	  rock	  upon	  which	  the	  Lord	  was	  to	  build	  His	  church	  was	  Peter	  since	  Jesus	  said,	  “Thou	  art	  Peter	  
(rock)	  and	  upon	  this	  rock	  I	  will	  build	  my	  church”	  (Matt.	  16:	  18-‐19).	  But	  read	  the	  entire	  context	  (vv.	  
13-‐19).	  The	  theme	  of	  that	  conversation	  was	  the	  identity	  of	  Jesus,	  and	  Peter	  correctly	  identi4ied	  Him	  as	  
“the	  Christ,	  the	  Son	  of	  the	  living	  God.”	  Peter,	  whose	  name	  means	  “rock,”	  had	  correctly	  identi4ied	  Jesus,	  the	  
man	  from	  Nazareth,	  as	  the	  promised	  Christ,	  the	  Son	  of	  the	  living	  God.	  As	  such,	  He	  was	  the	  foundation	  of	  
prophecy	  upon	  whom	  the	  church,	  the	  family	  of	  God,	  the	  kingdom	  of	  heaven	  would	  be	  built	  (please	  read	  
Isaiah	  28:14-‐18;	  1	  Peter	  2:6-‐8	  and	  I	  Corinthians	  3:10-‐11	  —	  this	  last	  passage	  says,	  “For	  other	  foundation	  
can	  no	  man	  lay	  than	  that	  which	  is	  laid	  which	  is	  Christ.”).	  That	  Jesus	  was	  not	  identifying	  Peter	  as	  the	  rock	  
upon	  which	  His	  church	  would	  be	  built	  is	  shown	  by	  these	  facts:	  (1)	  Jesus	  used	  different	  words	  for	  rock,	  
“Peter”	  (from	  petros)	  and	  “rock”	  (from	  petra).	  (2)	  These	  words	  have	  different	  meanings;	  petra	  is	  the	  
word	  used	  for	  bedrock	  or	  foundation	  rock.	  (3)	  These	  words	  are	  in	  different	  genders;	  “petros”	  is	  
masculine;	  “petra”	  is	  feminine.	  (4)	  Jesus	  used	  the	  pronoun	  “this”	  (3rd	  person	  singular)	  and	  not	  the	  
pronoun	  “thee”	  (2nd	  person	  singular).	  Jesus	  did	  not	  say,	  “And	  I	  also	  say	  unto	  thee	  that	  thou	  art	  Peter	  
(petros-‐rock),	  and	  upon	  thee	  as	  rock	  (petros)	  I	  will	  build	  my	  church.”	  

15. Peter’s	  role,	  according	  to	  Jesus,	  was	  to	  feed	  “the	  sheep”	  and	  “the	  lambs”	  (the	  clergy	  and	  the	  laity)	  in	  his	  
role	  as	  the	  pope	  (John	  21:15-‐18).	  This	  is	  nothing	  more	  than	  a	  fanciful	  Roman	  Catholic	  interpretation.	  
The	  New	  Testament	  does	  not	  acknowledge	  any	  “clergy/laity”	  distinction	  among	  the	  Lord’s	  disciples;	  
this	  is	  man’s	  invention.	  Jesus	  was	  not	  in	  the	  context	  of	  John	  21:15-‐18	  announcing	  some	  great	  role	  for	  
Peter	  or	  informing	  Peter	  about	  some	  superior	  role.	  He	  was	  rather	  teaching	  Peter	  a	  great	  lesson	  about	  
what	  it	  means	  to	  love	  the	  Lord	  because	  he	  had	  denied	  the	  Lord	  thrice	  after	  implying	  that	  he	  loved	  the	  
Lord	  more	  than	  the	  others.	  Read	  all	  of	  John	  21:15-‐23	  and	  see	  if	  it	  elevates	  Peter	  to	  the	  headship	  of	  the	  
church.	  

16. Peter	  was	  assigned	  the	  great	  role	  of	  “conHirming”	  his	  brethren	  (Lk.	  22:31-‐32).	  If	  you	  will	  read	  Luke	  
22:31-‐34	  you	  will	  learn	  that	  Peter	  was	  being	  told	  what	  sin	  he	  was	  going	  to	  commit	  (as	  Satan	  sifted	  Peter	  
as	  wheat,	  Peter	  would	  thrice	  deny	  that	  he	  even	  knew	  the	  Lord)	  and	  what	  to	  do	  after	  that	  to	  counteract	  
the	  in4luence	  of	  his	  bad	  example.	  Catholic	  theologians	  try	  to	  read	  their	  “sacrament	  of	  con4irmation”	  into	  
the	  translators’	  word	  “con4irm”	  (translated	  also	  “establish”).	  	  

Neither	  individually	  nor	  collectively	  do	  these	  passages	  or	  any	  lessons	  taught	  by	  them	  make	  of	  Peter	  the	  4irst	  
“pope,”	  or	  universal	  bishop,	  or	  earthly	  head	  of	  the	  Lord’s	  church,	  or	  vicar	  of	  Christ.	  (Prominence	  and	  
privilege	  do	  not	  equal	  primacy.)	  It	  is	  an	  unscriptural	  position	  that	  evolved	  over	  a	  span	  of	  several	  centuries,	  
along	  with	  the	  whole	  hierarchical	  system.	  
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