
Neglecting Salvation!
by	Wayne	Goff	

“How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,” Hebrews 2:3. 

The Hebrew writer speaks in this context of the importance of giving “the more earnest heed” to the things 
we have heard, lest at any time “we should let them slip” (Heb. 2:1, KJV). It is easy to forget, to ignore, or to 
procrastinate on spiritual matters. So how might we neglect so great a salvation? 

Lett ing the Message Slip 
The Syriac Version of Hebrews 2:1 reads, “Therefore we ought to be exceedingly cautious in regard to what 
we have heard, lest we fall away.” This refers to hearing the words of the Gospel and then not giving them 
due regard. Jesus warned of this danger in the parable of the Sower. The seed sown by the wayside 
represented the one who hears the word of the kingdom, and failing to understand it, and allowing the 
wicked one to come and snatch away what was sown in the heart (Matt. 13:19)! Do not let this happen to you! 

Failing to Give Heed! 
It is one thing to hear, and another thing to obey, or “give heed.” One can go along the way of life, unheeding, 
doing nothing, ignoring the Gospel, and passing the cross without concern. Like one afloat on the river above 
Niagara Falls, one need do nothing to find the devastating results! 

“Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be 
able” (Lk. 13:24). So you must do something, and the matter is urgent. 

Seeking Material Things Only 
Some people get so wrapped up in this world and its affairs that they never make time for God and His life-
changing message to enter their hearts. Salvation in the world to come is forgotten in man’s mad chase for 
wealth, luxury, and the pleasures of life. Jesus warned us of this danger and reminded us that God knows 
that which we need, and He will provide if we will put Him first, Luke 12:29-31. “But seek the kingdom 
of God, and all these things shall be added to you.” 
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