“What Is Faithful Attendance?”

by James S. Hewitt
A preacher was once asked to define “Faithful Attendance at Worship,” and this was his reply:

All that I ask is that we apply the same standards of faithfulness to our church activities that we would in
other areas of our life. That doesn’t seem too much to ask. The church, after all, is concerned about
faithfulness.

Consider these examples: If your car started one out of three times, would you consider it faithful? If the
paperboy skipped Monday and Thursdays, would they be missed? If you didn’t show up at work two or
three times a month, would your boss call you faithful? If your refrigerator quit a day now and then, would
you excuse it and say, “Oh, well, it works most of the time.” If your water heater greets you with cold
water one or two mornings a week while you were in the shower, would it be faithful? If you miss a
couple of mortgage payments in a year’s time, would your mortgage holder say, “Oh, well, ten out of
twelve isn't bad”? If you miss worship and attend meetings only often enough to show you're interested
but not often enough to get involved, are you faithful?

— James S. Hewett, lllustrations Unlimited
(Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988) p. 87
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