
A Worthy Woman?
by	Wayne	Goff	

In our study of the book of Judges, we read once again of the prophetess and Judge Deborah (4:4). One 
wonders why a woman is judge in Israel at that time, and it can be surmised that there were no worthy 
men to fill the calling. And that can be attributed to a lack of faith on that generation! Barak would not 
go and fight for God’s people without Deborah’s presence (4:8). While she agreed to go with him, she 
prophesied that Barak would not receive the glory of defeating Sisera, but a woman would! (4:9). Jael, 
the wife of Heber a Kenite, received that honor (4:17-22; 5:24-27). 

Judges says of Deborah that “the children of Israel came up to her for judgment” (4:5). After Barak delivered 
Israel from the Canaanites at the beckoning of Deborah, she calls herself “a mother in Israel” (5:7). In her 
prophetic Song of Deborah (Judges 5) she declares that Israel “chose new gods; then there was war in the 
gates” (5:8). Thank God that a great woman of faith arose in Israel to deliver them!

There have been other great women in the Bible which we have sometimes overlooked. The first that 
always comes to my mind, being a preacher I suppose, are “Lois and Eunice” (2 Timothy 1:5). Timothy 
became a believer, later a Christian, and even a gospel preacher because of the influence of his mother 
and grandmother. They taught their son well. If every Christian mother would take the time to instill in 
their children the faith of the gospel like she did, then we would have more young men leading the 
way in the church today.

True, the father is to be the spiritual leader in the family, but Timothy’s father was not a believer (Acts 
16:1). Timothy was a believer when the apostle Paul found him, and he became a great aid to Paul and 
to the Lord. Paul said of him “When I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in 
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also” (2 Timothy 1:5). What 
greater praise could an apostle give to Timothy’s mother and grandmother?

Also we read in Acts 9:36-43 of a godly woman named Tabitha. “This woman was full of good works and 
charitable deeds which she did” (9:36). She may not have led an exciting life, but she lived a very 
benevolent one. She cared for those who were less fortunate than her. How many godly women have 
been in the world like Tabitha who went about quietly doing good, never to be recognized this side of 
eternity? Only God knows for sure, but He does not forget their contribution. She practiced what others 
preached. In doing so, she made a big difference in the place where she lived. “Pure and undefiled religion 
before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from 
the world” (James 1:27). Tabitha “visited” (cared for) those in need, and in doing so practiced “pure and 
undefiled religion before God.”

Another godly woman is “Priscilla” (Acts 18:26). She was the wife of Aquila, a man born in Pontus 
(18:2). The two were tentmakers. Paul supported himself with his hands when he found himself 
destitute in Corinth. Nonetheless, both he and Aquila and Priscilla were also proficient in the Faith! 
Paul was a great apostle, and Aquila and Priscilla taught Apollos, a man “born at Alexandria, an eloquent 
man and mighty in the Scriptures” (18:24). It is no small thing to perfect the faith of one mighty in the 
Scriptures! So we see numerous women of faith, all with varying backgrounds, making a difference. 
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